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Teigan: “I had a great time on the boat and would love to do it again.  I 

have learned about ropes, plankton, sails and steering.” 

“It was a day when their 

abilities shone through, not 

their disabilities. The posi-

tive changes in each student 

cannot and may never be 

measured, but it is a day 

they will remember forever.” 
 

 

This comment, by Sarah who teaches at 

Pencalenick School in Truro, sums up 

exactly what we strive to achieve with our 

sailing trips. 

 

 

 

 We ran 28 trips this year between May and October on which we carried a total of 125 chil-

dren.   In June we passed the milestone of 100 trips since starting this project in 2010.  By the end of 

the season total trips completed were 123 with 505 children having sailed with us over 6 sailing sea-

sons. 

 21 trips followed our standard pattern and 7 of the trips were devoted to seamanship and navi-

gation for more able children and which included 3 visits to the River Yealm. 

 Three new schools started with us this year.  Pencalenick School was new to our programme 

and came for 2 day trips in June and a seamanship and navigation trip in October. 

Pencalenick School - Setting the foresail 

8th June and our 100th trip - the Pencalenick School 

party very kindly brought a cake to celebrate.  One 

young lady studied the cake and then said to the skip-

per, "It's your birthday!" 
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Laurence casting the net on a Horizons trip in October 

Marine biology sessions run by first 

mate John at the start of the day re-

main enormously popular. 

 John has been sailing most of 

his life: in the Navy, the Ocean Youth 

Club, racing and cruising for pleasure 

under sail.  Marine biology is of 

course an abiding interest. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 This year we have added an underwater 

camera to our existing equipment of micro-

scope plus TV screen.  Here a Ballan Wrasse 

investigates the bait bag attached to the camera 

on the sea bed beneath the boat.  These moving 

pictures are seen live by the children in the sa-

loon of Cornubia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 During the afternoon, plankton trawling 

under sail gives each child the opportunity of 

casting the net and then watching the resultant 

catch of plankton on the TV screen below in 

the saloon. 

Picture by Sue Carlyon 

Plankton trawled by youngsters from Beckly Group in 

October 

John found this Blue-rayed limpet under the pontoon at 

Mayflower Marina—seen by Doubletrees students in 

September 



Pip joined us again for several trips this year and 

also contributed significantly to the fit out of sails 

and rigging in the spring.  Pip joined the Ocean 

Youth Club at 13, sailing as crew, watch leader and 

mate, and later in the Jubilee Sailing Trust.  Much of 

his extensive sailing experience has been in pilot cut-

ters. 

 

 

 

 

 This fresh day with Beckly Group in June required two rolls to reef the mainsail.  

There was plenty to do on deck in the challenging conditions and later, Matt, who is par-

tially sighted, commented, “Hard work!” 

 

 Doubletrees pupils learning some basic knots 

from David in July.  David also teaches basic sail-

ing theory which is then applied to the real thing 

when we sail through the Sound to the sea. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 David has many years experience in adventur-

ous activities and a master’s degree in the design and 

evaluation of personal development of disabled chil-

dren through adventure. 

Page 3 

Pupils from Woodlands School pleased with their knots.  

This was Woodlands first year sailing with us. 

Picture by Pip Masters/David Owens 



Our seamanship and navigation days start with 

short introductory lessons in navigation given by 

Henry the Navigator or mate, Peter. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 During the short voyage to the River Yealm and back 

course plotting, steering by compass and taking bearings by 

hand bearing compasses put theory into practice.  Above,   

Peter instructs children from Horizons Sailing Charity. 

 Peter is a qualified master mariner with 40 

years experience in the industry. 

 

 

 This year we were given a generous donation 

specifically for educational purposes.  As a result we 

now carry 3 hand bearing compasses and each child 

on a navigation day goes home with 2 cockpit cards 

covering buoyage, rule of the road and sound sig-

nals. 

 

 

 Skipper Tony ensures that all children have the opportunity to 

steer the vessel during the day. 

 Brook Green Centre for 

Learning sent a party of six 13 

year olds in June, the first time 

the school has sailed with us.  

Paul, who has learning disabili-

ties, enjoyed steering under sail.  

“Much livelier than usual,” said 

his teachers. 

 Lucy came in a party of 5 

from Plymstock School.  Shy at first, she didn’t want to 

steer in the morning but after lunch as Cornubia sped 

through the water in a fresh NE wind, she steered a beau-

tifully straight course for the Mewstone. 

 On the same trip, Ollie is seen coiling halyards.  At 

the debrief he said, “Best day ever, ever.” 

 This year Cornubia has been crewed by a minimum 

of four volunteer sailors on each trip.  This enables us to 

run the vessel efficiently and also to have enough crew 

time available to maximise interaction with the children 

sailing with us. 
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Henry experienced worldwide air trans-

port and helicopter flying with the RAF 

and took up sailing some 40 years ago. 

For the last 17 years he has been the Sec-

ond Cox of the 1902 Looe "pulling and 

sailing" lifeboat.  



After one trip, Karen, carer at Doubletrees, wrote, “Many thanks to the wonderful crew of 

the Cornubia.  We have had a great hands-on sail which has been fantastic for the students 

and staff.  Every one of us from Doubletrees left with windswept hair and huge smiles on 

our faces.  Hopefully see you again next year. 

 

 Ali, teacher at Pen-

calenick School, and a sailor 

herself, wrote, “The power of 

education.  The pupils learn lots 

of information, but more impor-

tantly they learn about: working 

as a team, communication, self 

confidence, the enjoyment of 

being on the sea, interaction, 

social skills.  Spending time 

with the pupils in a relaxed and 

informal setting.  Thank you 

very much.  The boat is perfect 

for this experience.” 

 

 

 Corinne, carer at Woodlands School, commented, “Brilliant 

day.  Crew was very helpful and knowledgeable.  Answered all 

questions and were great with students and staff.  Everybody en-

joyed the day.  Thank you.” 
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Reefed down and sailing out to the Western Entrance 

This Doubletrees School trip in May was one of six sailed for the school this year 

 

Josh from Pencalenick steering us 

out of the Yealm Estuary 

Jonathon rowing the punt in the R Yealm - 

Eggbuckland School, June 

Our lovely thank you card from 4 

pupils and 2 staff from Plymstock 

school after a great seamanship 

and navigation day in September 
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Printed by Precision Design and Print, Liskeard 

Bristol Channel Pilot Cutter Trust Ltd 

A charitable company registered in England and Wales with company number 3122318 and registered charity number 1064726 

Registered office, Westcliff Old Court, Talland Bay,  Looe, Cornwall, PL13 2JA 

Tel: 01503 272575 Fax: 01503 272475 

E-mail: djwinter@waitrose.com 

Thank you to our generous funders and supporters without whose help we 

would be unable to offer so many disabled young people these challenging and 

enriching experiences. 

Funders in 2015 
 

Angus Allnatt Charitable Foundation 

Carew Pole Charitable Trust 

Devon Educational Trust 

Eddystone Charity Sailing Pursuit 

Eggbuckland Community College 

Elmgrant Trust 

Friends of Churchtown Farm 

Gibbons Family Trust 

Girdlers’ Company Charitable Trust 

Lionel Wigram Memorial Trust 

Mark and Angie Pyman 

Mike Godwin 

Motability 

Norman Family Charitable Trust 

Northcott Devon Foundation 

PA Nicholas Trust 

Pentland Stalls Charitable Trust 

Plymouth Public Dispensary 

St Austell Brewery Charitable Trust 

Scobell Charitable Trust 

Tesco 

Trinity House 

West Cornwall Youth Trust 

Worshipful Company of Shipwrights 

Participating Organisations 2015 
 

Brook Green Centre for Learning 

Doubletrees School 

Cann Bridge School 

Children’s Hospice South West 

Eggbuckland Community College 

Horizons Children's Sailing Charity 

Pencalenick School 

Plymstock School 

Routeways Beckly Centre 

Woodlands School 

Support, Advice and Assistance 

2015 
 

Harbour Master, River Yealm 

Horizon Children’s Sailing Charity 

Marine Biological Association 

Marine Conservation Society 

Mayflower Marina 

The Shark Trust 

United Kingdom Hydrographic Office 
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Cornubia entered the annual Ed-

dystone Charity Pursuit event in June 

and sailed from Plymouth round the 

Eddystone and back - a distance of 25 

miles.  Sponsorship raised through the 

event for our charity totalled £5,531 

which included a generous donation 

from the event organisers and online 

giving through our new programme 

with BT's MyDonate  

Picture by Sue Carlyon 

http://www.mydonate.bt.com/events/bcpcteddystone

